2012 Team Announcement

USC, Georgia Tech to play in 79th Annual Game

USC, Georgia Tech Accept Invitation to Hyundai Sun Bowl

The University of Southern California has accepted an invitation to play Georgia Tech in the 79 th
annual Hyundai Sun Bowl announced Sun Bowl Association Football Committee Chairman
John Folmer. The game, scheduled for Monday, Dec. 31 at noon (MST) will be aired for the 45
th

consecutive year on CBS.
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“We are pleased to have two storied programs coming to El Paso for another exciting Hyundai
Sun Bowl,” said Gary Hanson, Sun Bowl Association President. “USC is one of the most
prestigious college football programs in the country and Georgia Tech is coming off a narrow
loss in the ACC title game. It should be another Sun Bowl classic.”

The 2012 Hyundai Sun Bowl will mark the fourth meeting between these two teams and the
first in 39 years. USC holds a 2-1 advantage over the Yellow Jackets. The last time the two
teams met was on Sept. 22, 1973 in a 29-18 win for the Trojans.
Southern California comes to El Paso with a 7-5 record and tied for second in the Pac-12 South
Division. The Trojans’ storied bowl history includes two previous stops in the Sun Bowl game.
Troy will be looking for their first victory in Sun Bowl stadium after losses to Michigan State
(17-16) in 1990 and TCU (28-19) in 1998.
"After not being in a bowl the past two years, we look forward to playing in a bowl with the
tradition of the Sun Bowl,” said Lane Kiffin, USC head coach. “Georgia Tech is a very
well-coached team and will present a challenge on both sides of the ball, especially with their
great ability to run the ball.
"Although our season didn't go as well as we hoped, we appreciate the opportunity we now
have to play another game and attempt to go out on a winning note."
The Trojans’ 32 bowl victories rank second all-time behind Alabama’s 34, while their 48 total
appearances are the fourth most amongst Division I FBS schools. USC holds a 32-16 all-time
bowl record.
Georgia Tech (6-7, 5-3 ACC) is the 2012 Atlantic Coast Conference Coastal Division champion
and is making their third appearance in the Hyundai Sun Bowl. The Yellow Jackets were part of
the first overtime game in Sun Bowl history in 2011, falling to Utah 30-27.
“Our players and coaches are excited about earning another bowl bid and for the opportunity to
play a traditionally powerful team in Southern California,” Georgia Tech head coach Paul
Johnson said. “The hospitality shown to us last year by the Sun Bowl and the people of El Paso
was fantastic.

“We know we will face a huge challenge in the game. USC has talented players across the
board and Coach (Lane) Kiffin will have his team well-prepared, I’m sure.”
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This is the Yellow Jackets’ 15 th consecutive bowl appearance, tied for the fourth-longest active
st bowl game
streak among FBS schools, and will play in their 41
overall (22-17).
The 79th Annual Hyundai Sun Bowl is scheduled for Monday, Dec. 31 at noon (MST). CBS
Sports will broadcast the game for the 45th consecutive year, which is the longest running
partnership between a network and a bowl game. Ticket prices for the game are $17, $22, $32,
$42, $52 and $62. Tickets can be purchased at the Sun Bowl Association office (915-533-4416,
800-915-BOWL or email ), online at www.ticketmaster.com or at any TicketMaster outlet.
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